
Parish Council Minutes 

February 18, 2021 via Zoom 

Present:  Bob Ostrowski, Father Steve Brice, Chet Przybylski, Paul Peterson, Vern Schroth, Ginny 

Williams, Deacon Rick Letto, Dave Rosenthal, Nicole Smith, Bill Fehrenbach, Joanna Slattery, Jessica 

Enstad 

Excused:  Katy Czerwinski, Imelda Horvath 

I. 6:30 pm  Prayer (Mark 1:  9) and Song of the Holy Spirit video 

 

II. Minutes and agenda approved as written 

 

 

III. Parish Council Election Process 

This coming weekend parishioners will have the opportunity to nominate people to the 

Pastoral Council, either at in-person Mass or via email.   

This year’s Nominating Committee is made up of council members who still have one year 

remaining to serve:  Bob Ostrowski, Paul Peterson, and Nicole Smith.  

Elections will occur the weekend of May 15/16.  

Three council members will be elected, and Father will appoint the 4th. 

 

Current council members Ginny Williams (completing two terms) and Bill Fehrenbach 

(completing one term) will not run again. Joanna Slattery (completing one term) will run 

again. Casey Davis’ seat was not filled when he stepped down and so remains open. 

 

IV. The Rectory: Proposal from Campus Ministry (Jessica Enstad) 

 

“To utilize the existing space of the rectory and turn it into student housing for Catholic 

college students.” Eligible students would be junior and senior UWSP women, up to four, 

with one student serving as Resident Assistant. Housing would begin in fall 2022. 

 

Jackson Case, member of the parish and a building inspector, informed parish staff that the 

Rectory’s Single Family Zoning (R2) is now defined as allowing up to 15 unrelated people in a 

home as long as they have a connection to each other. 

 

Campus Ministry has formed a sub-committee to look into this proposal more in detail. Julie 

Zsidro who works in campus housing will lead this sub-committee. Council members 

suggested the committee also contain a landlord, a person with knowledge of insurance, 

and a lawyer familiar with property tax laws.  

 

Questions about the current condition of the building: 

 Integrity of building and the cost of upgrade (Paul, Bob)  

The project would go ahead only if cost of renovations would be no more than $10K 

(Father Steve) 



 Heating – rectory boiler is the same that heats the school 

 Safety – a fire inspector needs to look at second floor exits (Bob) 

 Maintenance – who will do? (Bob) 

 Will rent cover the costs of operation (utilities, maintenance)? – (Bill, Dave) 

Goal would be for the house to break even; i.e., not be income-generating 

 Who will be considered the landlord for legal purposes? (Vern) 

 Location on-campus very attractive for students and includes parking 

 Interpretation of zoning needs to be checked further and confirmed with the City, 

according to a second email from Mr. Case 

 The Diocese of La Crosse is in support of this intentional housing on the UWSP campus 

Consensus of the Council members: this is an interesting proposal with a long list of questions that 

should be pursued further before a decision can be made. The Council would like to look at the final 

report of the Campus Ministry regarding this intentional housing proposal, including a business plan and 

policy guidelines. 

V. Parishioners’ responses to “Respond to the Spirit” fall survey (Father Steve) 

Father showed us the parish data base of those who indicated on the Respond to the Spirit 

survey that they were interested in the multiple committees and activities open to 

parishioners who wish to share their time and talent. Examples are: 

 Over 160 people signed up to help with UWSP student suppers 

 108 people signed up to attend a Saturday meeting on ways to cultivate a spirit of social 

justice at Holy Spirit. Plans were begun for this meeting, but Covid prevented sub-

committee members from going ahead. (Rick) 

 Youth Ministry support – no one signed up to help volunteers with pre-confirmation 

faith formation, working with junior and senior high students. A gap? 

 

In spite of there being gaps in our ministry volunteers, “we are sitting on a gold mine,” 

with so many parishioners indicting they have the energy to get involved in Christ’s work 

at Holy Spirit (Father Steve). 

 

These people who responded to the spirit need to be contacted and involved so they 

know we appreciate their willingness and that we need their talents and energy. These 

lists can and should get into the hands of the committee chairs who could organize ways 

to make call-backs (Susan). 

 

VI. Phone calls to 60 non-active members of the parish in January 

Council members had a list of 5-6 parishioners to call in order to touch base on how they are 

doing during Covid and to give them a chance to talk about all sorts of “things Holy Spirit.” 

Nearly all members who made calls said they often had to leave several voice messages 

before they were able to contact the person. Several spoke positively about the experience 

(Bob, Bill and Dave).  

 

VII. 8:00 pm  Closing prayer (Deacon Rick)  

 


